
Whom Shall Kiss An Earl, Marquess, or Duke?
A Comprehensive Guide to Aristocratic
Etiquette
In the intricate tapestry of aristocratic society, the rules of etiquette dictate
even the most seemingly insignificant gestures. Among these, the act of
kissing holds particular importance, as it can convey a range of emotions
and intentions. When it comes to kissing an earl, marquess, or duke, there
are specific protocols to be observed, ensuring that the interaction is both
respectful and appropriate.

The Significance of Kissing in Aristocratic Society

In the upper echelons of society, kissing is not merely a social pleasantry
but a carefully choreographed act that reinforces social hierarchy and
conveys subtle messages. The type of kiss, the person being kissed, and
the context in which it occurs all hold significance.
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Traditionally, kissing was a way for aristocrats to show affection, respect,
and intimacy within their own social circles. It was also a common practice
to kiss the hands of superiors as a sign of deference and submission. In
certain circumstances, kissing could also be used as a form of punishment
or humiliation.

Types of Kisses in Aristocratic Etiquette

There are several types of kisses recognized in aristocratic etiquette, each
with its own distinct meaning and protocol:

1. The Hand Kiss:The hand kiss is the most formal and respectful type of
kiss. It is typically bestowed upon ladies of high rank, such as countesses,
duchesses, and princesses. The gentleman takes the lady's hand, raises it
to his lips, and kisses the back of her hand.

2. The Cheek Kiss:The cheek kiss is a more intimate type of kiss, usually
exchanged between close friends, family members, and lovers. In
aristocratic circles, it is common for ladies to kiss each other on both
cheeks, while gentlemen may only kiss the cheeks of their female relatives
or close female friends.

3. The Air Kiss:The air kiss is a non-contact form of kissing that is often
used in social situations where physical contact is not appropriate. It is
performed by making a kissing sound and bringing one's lips close to the
other person's cheek.
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When kissing an earl, marquess, or duke, it is important to observe the
following protocols:

1. Who Initiates the Kiss?

In most cases, the higher-ranking individual initiates the kiss. However,
there may be exceptions to this rule, such as when a lady is greeting a
duke who is a close friend or relative.

2. The Type of Kiss

The type of kiss that is appropriate will depend on the context and the
relationship between the individuals involved. Generally speaking, hand
kisses are reserved for formal occasions, while cheek kisses are more
common among close acquaintances. Air kisses are typically used in social
settings where physical contact is not appropriate.

3. The Bow or Curtsy

When meeting an earl, marquess, or duke, it is customary to bow or curtsy
as a sign of respect. The bow should be shallow and respectful, while the
curtsy should be performed with grace and elegance.

4. The Handshake

In some cases, a handshake may be more appropriate than a kiss. This is
typically the case when meeting an earl, marquess, or duke for the first
time or in a professional setting.

Additional Tips for Kissing an Earl, Marquess, or Duke



* Always ask permission before kissing an earl, marquess, or duke, even if
you are close friends or relatives. * Be respectful of the person's personal
space and do not overstep your boundaries. * If you are unsure about the
appropriate type of kiss to give, err on the side of caution and choose a
more formal kiss. * Be mindful of your body language and facial
expressions. A smile and a friendly demeanor will help to put the other
person at ease. * Practice good hygiene to ensure that your breath is fresh
and your appearance is impeccable.

Kissing an earl, marquess, or duke may seem like a daunting task, but with
a little understanding of aristocratic etiquette, you can navigate this social
interaction with confidence and grace. Always remember to be respectful,
polite, and mindful of your behavior, and you will surely make a positive
impression.
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