
What Is Curriculum Theory? Studies in
Curriculum Theory
Curriculum theory is the study of the principles and practices that shape the
design, development, implementation, and evaluation of curriculum. It is a
complex and challenging field that draws on a variety of disciplines,
including education, psychology, sociology, and philosophy.
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The origins of curriculum theory can be traced to the early 20th century,
when educational reformers such as John Dewey and Francis Parker
began to question the traditional system of education. Dewey argued that
schools should focus on preparing students for life in a democratic society,
while Parker emphasized the importance of student-centered learning.
These ideas laid the foundation for the development of curriculum theory as
a field of study.

Over the years, curriculum theory has evolved and expanded to
encompass a wide range of perspectives. Some of the most influential
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curriculum theories include:

Theories of educational psychology, which focus on the learning
process and how it can be applied to curriculum design

Sociocultural theories, which emphasize the role of culture and society
in shaping curriculum

Critical theories, which challenge traditional notions of curriculum and
schooling

Curriculum theory can be applied to a variety of settings, including schools,
colleges, and universities. It can be used to design and develop new
curriculum, evaluate existing curriculum, and improve the teaching and
learning process.

The Major Concepts in Curriculum Theory

The major concepts in curriculum theory include:

Curriculum:

A curriculum is a plan for teaching and learning that includes the goals,
objectives, content, and activities that will be used to achieve those
goals.

Curriculum design:

Curriculum design is the process of creating a curriculum.

Curriculum development:

Curriculum development is the process of implementing a curriculum.

Curriculum implementation:



Curriculum implementation is the process of using a curriculum in the
classroom.

Curriculum evaluation:

Curriculum evaluation is the process of assessing the effectiveness of
a curriculum.

These concepts are interconnected and interdependent. They form the
foundation of curriculum theory and practice.

Theories of Curriculum Theory

There are a number of different theories of curriculum theory. Some of the
most common theories include:

Theories of educational psychology:

These theories focus on the learning process and how it can be
applied to curriculum design. Some of the most influential theories in
this area include behaviorism, cognitivism, and social constructivism.

Sociocultural theories:

These theories emphasize the role of culture and society in shaping
curriculum. Some of the most influential theories in this area include
cultural studies, critical theory, and feminist theory.

Critical theories:

These theories challenge traditional notions of curriculum and
schooling. Some of the most influential theories in this area include
post-structuralism, postmodernism, and critical race theory.



Each of these theories offers a different perspective on curriculum theory.
They can be used to inform the design, development, implementation, and
evaluation of curriculum.

The Application of Curriculum Theory

Curriculum theory can be applied to a variety of settings, including schools,
colleges, and universities. It can be used to design and develop new
curriculum, evaluate existing curriculum, and improve the teaching and
learning process.

Here are some specific examples of how curriculum theory can be applied:

Curriculum design:

Curriculum theory can be used to design curriculum that is aligned with
the goals and objectives of a particular educational institution.

Curriculum development:

Curriculum theory can be used to develop curriculum that is effective
and engaging for students.

Curriculum implementation:

Curriculum theory can be used to implement curriculum in a way that is
effective and efficient.

Curriculum evaluation:

Curriculum theory can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of
curriculum and make necessary changes.



Curriculum theory is a valuable tool that can be used to improve the quality
of education. It can be used to design, develop, implement, and evaluate
curriculum that is effective and engaging for students.

Curriculum theory is a complex and challenging field, but it is also a
rewarding one. By understanding the major concepts and theories of
curriculum theory, educators can design, develop, implement, and evaluate
curriculum that is effective and engaging for students.
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