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Sight singing is the ability to read and sing music at first sight. It is a
challenging skill, but it is also one of the most important skills for singers.
Sight singing allows singers to learn new music quickly and easily, and it
also helps them to improve their overall musicianship.

The School of Sight Singing is a comprehensive guide to reading and
singing music. It is designed to help students of all levels develop the skills
they need to sight sing accurately and confidently.

The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 covers the basics of music
reading, including rhythm, pitch, and notation. Part 2 focuses on developing
the skills needed for sight singing, such as ear training, sight reading, and
vocal technique. Part 3 provides a variety of exercises and drills to help
students practice and improve their sight singing skills.
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The School of Sight Singing is a valuable resource for singers of all levels.
It is a comprehensive and well-organized guide that provides students with
the skills they need to sight sing accurately and confidently.

Part 1: The Basics of Music Reading

Part 1 of The School of Sight Singing covers the basics of music reading,
including rhythm, pitch, and notation.

Rhythm

Rhythm is the organization of sound and silence in time. It is what gives
music its beat and flow.

The basic unit of rhythm is the beat. Beats are organized into groups called
measures. Measures are separated by bar lines.

The most common time signatures are 4/4, 3/4, and 2/4. 4/4 time means
that there are four beats in each measure, and the quarter note gets one
beat.

Pitch

Pitch is the highness or lowness of a sound. It is determined by the
frequency of the sound waves.

The basic unit of pitch is the step. Steps are organized into scales. Scales
are groups of notes that progress in order from low to high or high to low.

The most common scale is the major scale. The major scale consists of
seven notes: the tonic, the supertonic, the mediant, the subdominant, the
dominant, the submediant, and the leading tone.



Notation

Notation is the system of symbols used to represent music. It includes
symbols for rhythm, pitch, and dynamics.

The most common notation system is Western staff notation. Western staff
notation uses five lines and four spaces to represent pitch. Notes are
placed on the lines and spaces to indicate their pitch.

Rhythm is represented by symbols called notes. Notes come in different
shapes and sizes, and each shape represents a different duration. The
most common notes are the whole note, the half note, the quarter note, and
the eighth note.

Dynamics are represented by symbols called dynamic markings. Dynamic
markings indicate how loud or soft a passage of music should be played or
sung.

Part 2: Developing the Skills for Sight Singing

Part 2 of The School of Sight Singing focuses on developing the skills
needed for sight singing, such as ear training, sight reading, and vocal
technique.

Ear Training

Ear training is the ability to identify and distinguish different musical
sounds. It is an essential skill for sight singing, as it allows singers to hear
the pitch and rhythm of a piece of music before they sing it.

There are many different ways to improve ear training. One effective
method is to listen to and sing along with recordings of familiar songs.



Sight Reading

Sight reading is the ability to read and sing music at first sight. It is a
challenging skill, but it can be mastered with practice.

There are a few different techniques that can help to improve sight reading
skills. One technique is to practice reading music in small chunks. Another
technique is to focus on the rhythm of the music before you try to sing the
notes.

Vocal Technique

Vocal technique is the ability to use your voice in a healthy and efficient
way. It is important for sight singing, as it allows singers to produce clear
and accurate notes.

There are many different vocal techniques that can help to improve your
singing. One technique is to practice breathing exercises. Another
technique is to practice vocal exercises.

Part 3: Exercises and Drills

Part 3 of The School of Sight Singing provides a variety of exercises and
drills to help students practice and improve their sight singing skills.

The exercises and drills in Part 3 are divided into three levels: beginner,
intermediate, and advanced.

The beginner exercises focus on developing the basic skills needed for
sight singing, such as ear training, sight reading, and vocal technique.



The intermediate exercises focus on more challenging skills, such as
singing in different keys and tempos.

The advanced exercises focus on the most challenging skills, such as sight
singing complex melodies and harmonies.

The School of Sight Singing is a valuable resource for singers of all levels.
It is a comprehensive and well-organized guide that provides students with
the skills they need to sight sing accurately and confidently.
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