
Nikias Of Plataea: The Courageous Greek
General Who Defended Athens Against Persia
Nikias of Plataea was a courageous Greek general who played a pivotal
role in the defense of Athens against the invading Persian army. He led the
Plataean contingent at the Battle of Marathon, where he fought alongside
the Athenians to defeat the Persians. Nikias also played a prominent role in
the Battle of Salamis, where he commanded the Athenian fleet that
defeated the Persian navy.

Early Life and Career

Nikias was born in the city of Plataea, which was located northwest of
Athens. He was the son of Nikomedes, a wealthy landowner. Nikias
received a good education, and he was well-versed in both Greek and
Persian culture. He also trained as a hoplite, a heavily armed infantryman
who fought in close combat.
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Nikias began his military career at a young age. He fought in the Plataean
contingent that was sent to aid the Athenians at the Battle of Marathon in
490 BC. The Athenians and their allies were outnumbered by the Persians,
but they fought bravely and won a decisive victory. Nikias distinguished
himself in battle, and he was awarded a wreath of olive leaves for his
bravery.

After the Battle of Marathon, Nikias continued to serve in the Plataean
army. He fought in several campaigns against the Persians, and he gained
a reputation for being a skilled and courageous leader. In 479 BC, Nikias
was elected general of the Plataean army.

The Battle of Salamis

In 480 BC, the Persian king Xerxes invaded Greece with a massive army.
The Athenians and their allies were outnumbered by the Persians, but they
were determined to defend their homeland. The Athenians evacuated their
city and took refuge on the island of Salamis.

The Persian fleet blockaded the Athenian fleet, and it seemed that the
Persians would be able to easily defeat the Athenians. However, Nikias and
his fellow Athenian generals devised a plan to defeat the Persians. They
lured the Persian fleet into the narrow Strait of Salamis, where the Athenian
ships were more maneuverable.

The Battle of Salamis was a decisive victory for the Athenians. The
Athenian fleet sank or captured over 200 Persian ships, and the Persian
navy was routed. Nikias played a key role in the battle, and he was
awarded a golden crown for his bravery.



Later Career

After the Battle of Salamis, Nikias continued to serve in the Athenian army.
He fought in several campaigns against the Persians, and he helped to
secure the Athenian victory in the Persian Wars.

In 445 BC, Nikias was elected general of the Athenian army. He led the
Athenian army in several campaigns against the Spartans, but he was
unable to achieve a decisive victory. Nikias was eventually recalled to
Athens, and he was replaced by Pericles.

Nikias retired from public life in 429 BC. He died in 422 BC, at the age of
65.

Legacy

Nikias was one of the most successful Greek generals of his time. He
played a pivotal role in the defense of Athens against the Persian invasion,
and he helped to secure the Athenian victory in the Persian Wars. Nikias
was also a skilled diplomat, and he was able to negotiate peace treaties
with the Persians and the Spartans.

Nikias was a complex and controversial figure. He was respected for his
bravery and his military skill, but he was also criticized for his cautious
nature and his lack of ambition. Nevertheless, Nikias was one of the most
important figures in Athenian history, and he played a key role in shaping
the course of the Persian Wars.
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