
Bridge to Terabithia: A Timeless Tale of
Imagination and Loss
Published in 1977, Bridge to Terabithia is a beloved children's novel by
Katherine Paterson. The book tells the story of Jess Aarons, a shy and
introverted boy who finds solace and adventure in the imaginary kingdom
of Terabithia with his new friend, Leslie Burke. The novel explores themes
of friendship, imagination, loss, and the power of nature.
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Plot Summary

Jess Aarons is a fifth-grader who lives in rural Virginia with his family. He is
a quiet and imaginative boy, but he is often bullied by the other children at
school. One day, Jess meets Leslie Burke, a new girl who has just moved
into the neighborhood. Leslie is outgoing and confident, and she quickly
becomes Jess's friend.

Together, Jess and Leslie create the imaginary kingdom of Terabithia in the
woods behind their homes. Terabithia is a magical place where the children
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can be themselves and escape the everyday problems of their lives. In
Terabithia, Jess is a brave and powerful warrior, and Leslie is a wise and
beautiful queen.

However, the children's friendship is tested when Leslie tragically dies in an
accident. Jess is devastated by Leslie's death, but he eventually finds
comfort in the memories of their time together in Terabithia.

Themes

Bridge to Terabithia explores a number of important themes, including:

Friendship: The novel celebrates the power of friendship and shows
how it can help us to overcome challenges and grow as individuals.

Imagination: The novel shows how imagination can be a powerful
force in our lives. It can help us to escape from our problems, create
new worlds, and make our dreams come true.

Loss: The novel deals with the difficult topic of loss. It shows how we
can grieve the loss of a loved one and eventually find comfort in the
memories we have of them.

Nature: The novel shows how nature can be a source of comfort and
healing. It can help us to connect with the world around us and find
peace within ourselves.

Characters

The novel's main characters are Jess Aarons and Leslie Burke. Jess is a
shy and introverted boy, but he is also kind and compassionate. Leslie is
outgoing and confident, and she is always willing to stand up for what she



believes in. The two children complement each other perfectly, and they
quickly become best friends.

The novel also features a number of other characters, including Jess's
parents, his siblings, and his classmates. These characters help to round
out the novel and provide a sense of context for the main characters.

Legacy

Bridge to Terabithia has been a popular children's novel for over 40 years.
It has been translated into over 30 languages and has sold over 10 million
copies worldwide. The novel has also been adapted into a number of films
and television shows.

Bridge to Terabithia is a timeless classic that continues to be enjoyed by
children of all ages. It is a story about friendship, imagination, loss, and the
power of nature. The novel is sure to stay in the hearts of readers for many
years to come.

Book Awards

Bridge to Terabithia has won numerous awards, including:

Newbery Medal (1978)

National Book Award for Children's Books (1978)

Boston Globe-Horn Book Award (1978)

Christopher Award (1978)

Lewis Carroll Shelf Award (1979)

Film Adaptations



Bridge to Terabithia has been adapted into two films:

Bridge to Terabithia (1985)

Bridge to Terabithia (2007)

The 1985 film was directed by John Hough and starred Annette O'Toole
and Julian Coutts. The 2007 film was directed by Gabor Csupo and starred
Josh Hutcherson and AnnaSophia Robb.

Television Adaptations

Bridge to Terabithia has also been adapted into two television shows:

Bridge to Terabithia (1985)

Bridge to Terabithia (2010)

The 1985 television show was produced by the BBC and starred Andrew
Byrne and Sherri Adams. The 2010 television show was produced by
Walden Media and starred Devon Bostick and Bailee Madison.

Bridge to Terabithia is a timeless classic that has touched the hearts of
millions of readers around the world. It is a story about friendship,
imagination, loss, and the power of nature. The novel is sure to stay in the
hearts of readers for many years to come.
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